CHAPTER IL
IN SEAECH OF THE OLD FORT  AND BLACK
HOLE,
1. the old fort.
"• The tirst Fort William in Bengal has to-day almost completely vanished
from the sight and the memory of the citizens of Calcutta. Few persons
know what the Fort was like or where it stood. Fewer still, I believe,
know that a fragment is still standing within the compound of the General
Post Office. In India frequent changes make short memories.''
i
So wrote the late Mr. C. R. Wilson in the pamphlet he
prepared "under the orders of His Excellency the Vice-
roy and Governor-General to serve as a brief guide to
the models of the Old Fort and the Church of Saint Anne
exhibited in the collection of objects intended to be placed
in the <Jueen Victoria Memorial Hall at Calcutta, and
also as a guide to the memorials erected on the actual
site of the Old Fort." The reader, who wishes to mas-
ter the subject, should not fail to procure a copy of this
pamphlet. He should also, before making a visit to
the actual site of the Old Fort, carefully inspect the fine
model on exhibition at the Victoria Memorial Hall Col-
, lection.
Old Job Charnock had been refused the right to com-
mence the fortifications he had so long felt to be neces-
sary for any successful factory in Bengal Permission
to commence si^h buildings was tacitly conceded by the
Nawab after the rebellion of Subha Sing in 1696. The
dates of importance in the construction of the earlier
Foft William are :—
1697, At the north-east angle of the site laid out by Goldshprough only
one bastion in existence—a square tower with walls more than six feet thick
constructed by Eyre,'' to look like a -warehouse for fear of exciting the jea-
lousy of fie Mogul." The factory adjoining surrounded by biiok walls* the
factory storehouses, etc,,.consisting of mud walls and thatched roofs.

